
Policy on Advertising Pregnancy Help Organizations in Churches 
 

Although we have a long way to go toward making this ministry flourish, we have reached a 

point in program development that assures us of a viable archdiocesan-wide ministry if we 

take seriously our responsibility to foster the ministry’s well-being and potential.  

  
Due to a recent inquiry made to the Archdiocesan Office of Public Policy by a board member 

of a pregnancy help center located within the archdiocese's boundaries, a consensus was 

reached regarding advertising and/or hosting speakers or baby showers for pregnancy help 

centers in our churches.  

     
The consensus is that our efforts in promoting The Gabriel Project can be 

undermined if we introduce confusion among pastors and laity by advertising and 

promoting other pregnancy help organizations within our churches. Our preference is 

that The Gabriel Project be exclusively promoted in the parishes since it is an 

Archdiocesan-sponsored, parish-based ministry. Advertising or the hosting of 

speakers or baby showers for other pregnancy help centers in our churches can send 

the false message to clergy and laity that The Gabriel Project is not as important or 

as needed.   
  

Many people fall short of understanding The Gabriel Project and its potential. To 

make it appear inferior to or indistinguishable from other pregnancy help 

organizations causes confusion and disinterest, and diminishes our capacity to help it 

flourish by attracting parish support.  

 

I can personally add that I truly admire the work pregnancy help centers do and as a 

“sidewalk counselor” have attempted to refer thousands of pregnant mothers to them. 

However, the reason I became interested in The Gabriel Project a good number of years ago 

was my recognition that the pregnant mothers I encountered needed more help than what 

was available from these very fine organizations. My opinion hasn’t changed the least bit 

over the years and now, having been intimately involved in The Gabriel Project over the 

past two years, has only been reinforced. The challenge is to help others become aware of 

this reality. The potential confusion mentioned above diminishes our capacity to do so. If 

you haven't read "Understanding The Gabriel Project", please do so to better understand the 

unique potential of this ministry (http://sfgabrielproject.wordpress.com/understanding-the-

gabriel-project). Also read “Building a Culture of Life via The Gabriel Project” 
(http://sfgabrielproject.wordpress.com/building-a-culture-of-life-via-the-gabriel-project). 

 Fredi D’Alessio 9/12/2011(excerpted from team memo)   
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